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SUMMARY 



i (C) FORMER PRESIDENT CARTER SECURED COMMITMENTS FROM LEAD ING 
PRES^LtIA^CANDIDATES THAT THEY WOULD RESPECT THE OUTCOME OF THE 
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DECEMBER ^."S ^OBsSvTtHeYeSmBER . 

p™KTI^CTIOKS ^I»^ NOVEMBER 2 TO 4 VISIT, CARTER MET 

"SsTONTIAL CANDIDATES LUIS ALFARO UCERO, IRENE SAEZ TOGO 
^1^7 li^EDO RAMOS HENRIQUE SALAS ROMER, AND MIGUEL RODRIGUEZ. 
^^S ^JSS^,. CARTER CMP.rm.TTm. THESE MEETINGS AS 



"VERY POSITIVE. 



I THE FORMER PRESIDENT ALSO 

DISCUSSED THE ELECTION PROC ESS WITH THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL 
^^ i«n REVIEWED THE "PLAN REPUBLICS WITH THE MINISTER OF 
SsE^D^S SLSdW oV THE UNIFIED COMMAND OF THE NATIONAL 
11^ FOrSL ^UFAnT UNDER THIS PLAN, CUFAN WILL PROVIDE 
^ST™PPO^D SECURITY FOR BOTH THE NOVEMBER 8 AND DECEMBER 
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6 POLLS. END SUMMARY. 

THE _ NAT IONAli" ELE CTORAL COUNCIL: "IT'LL BE OKAY^ 

o ,m FORMER PRESIDENT JIMMY CARTER VISITED CARACAS NOVEMBER 2-4 
IN *£iciSS£ If HIS^ARTICIPATION, ALONG WITH A JOINT DELEGATION 
FROM^THE CARTER CENTER AND THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE (NDI) , 

It an International observer in the December 6 presidential 

t^J^r^T FORMER BOLIVIAN PRESIDENT GONZALO SANCHEZ DE LOZADA AND 
TH™ER ™ S Sr JENIFER MCCOY ACCOMPANIED FORMER PRESIDENT 

CARTER. 

^ (U> FORMER PRESIDENT CARTER MET NOVEMBER 2 MEETING WITH THE 

100 PERCENT AUTOMATION FOR THE DECEMBER 6 ELECTIONS. IN RESPONSE 
TO CARTERS^ S QUESTI ON WHETHER THE CNE HAD RECEIVED ANY COMPLAINTS 
REGARD ING^VOTERREGI STRATION OR COMPLAINTS FROM THE CANDIDATES, THE 
COUNCI L OBLI QUE LY RESPONDED THAT NO FORMAL COMPLAINTS HAD BEEN 
RECE IVED (NOTE SOME ORGANIZATIONS HAVE COMPLAINED PUBLICLY 
SoOT ™ FOUR MONTH REGISTRATION PROCESS, ARGUING THAT ITS 
^ttt^jt? arw PROGRAM WAS WEAK THESE COMPLAINTS WERE NEVER FORMALIZED. 

JsESS^NT^S^HAT THE CNE ' S REGISTRATION PROGRAM OVERALL 
£S ^uSfs^END^OTE") THE COUNCIL -LD CAR TE R THAT 140 000 
POLL WORKERS HAD BEEN RECRUITED AND WERE TRAINED. FINALLY THE 
COU^CIL^OTED^HAT THERE HAD BEEN NO EFFORTS, BY POLITICAL PARTIES 
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OR OTHERS, TO FRUSTRATE THE ELECTION PROCESS. 
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MEETING WITH PRESIDENT CALDERA; TELECON WITH CAP 



a m\ FOLLOWING THE VISIT THE CNE, FORMER PRESIDENT CARTER MET 
WITH msS£?3SS. A FOUNDING MEMBER OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
COUNCIL^OF FREELY -ELECTED PRESIDENTS , PRESIDENT CALDERA WARMLY 
«2t™ CARTER DURING THE MEETING, CALDERA OFFERED CARTER A 
wS^LAN^^ITARY AIRCRAFT TO REPLACE CARTER'S PLANE, WHICH HAD 

bSn dImSeS by T mino^ during servicing at maiquetia airport 

WVAR CARACAS TO TRANSPORT CARTER TO QUITO , ECUADOR. (NOTE : 
rapwP^DEPARTED WITH HIS EIGHT PERSON TEAM FOR QUITO ON NOVEMBER 4 

CALDERA S AIR FORCE ONE EQUIVALENT BOEING 737. END NOTE.) 
S^SST CALDERA HOSTED A BREAKFAST IN CARTER' S HONOR. 
25»?2?!55 BREAKFAST ATTENDED BY VENEZUELA'S LEADERSHIP (E.G. THE 
PRESIDENTS OF^H cL^ErI OF CONGRESS, THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
SSSlOTCT AND THE CABINET) , CALDERA WARMLY THANKED CARTER FOR 
1SSSZI* T^LEaT A DELEGATION TO VENEZUELA OBSERVE THE ELECTIONS. 

* fCl FORMER PRESIDENT CARTER ALSO SPOKE WITH FORMER PRESIDENT 
CARLOS ANDRE^PEREZ (CAP) VIA TELEPHONE ON THE EVENING OF NOVEMBER 
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AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 

AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 

AMEMBASSY MEXICO 

US INT HAVANA 

CIA WASHDC 

US I A WASHDC 1934 
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SU^^ECT? 0 jiMMf CARTOR LAYS GROUNDWORK FOR OBSERVER MISSION 

2 CAP WHO AT THAT TIME WAS UNDER HOUSE ARREST IN TACHIRA STATE, 
IS ALSO ' A FOUNDING MEMBER OF CARTER'S COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS. CAP 
EXPOSED HI^THANKS TO THE FORMER PRESIDENT FOR ORGANIZING AN 
OBSERVER MISSION TO VENEZUELA. 



MEETING THE CANDIDATES 



6 ( m ON NOVEMBER 3 , CARTER HELD A MARATHON SERIES OF MEETINGS 
WITH SIX PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES AND VISITED THE MINISTRY OF 
DEFENSE (MOD) . CARTER MET WITH THE FOLLOWING PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATES : 

LUIS ALFARO UCERO — DEMOCRATIC ACTION (AD) , 

— IRENE SAEZ - I.R.E.N.E., AND THE SOCIAL CHRISTIAN (COPBI) 
PARTY, 

HUGO CHAVEZ — FIFTH REPUBLIC MOVEMENT (MVR) , HOMELAND FOR 
ALL (PP^^MENT TOWARDS SOCIALISM (MAS) , AND SIX OTHER PARTIES 

— ALFREDO RAMOS — THE RADICAL CAUSE (LCR) 
HENRIQUE SALAS ROMER — PROJECT VENEZUELA 

— MIGUEL RODRIGUEZ — OPENING (APERTURA) . 
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7 im THE ONLY LEADING CANDIDATE NOT TO MEET WITH CARTER WAS 
RENOVATION^ CANDIDATE CLAUDIO FERMIN . FERMIN CAMPAIGN MANAGER LUIS 
EMIL^O RONDONINFORMED POLOFF THAT FERMIN WOULD BE UNABLE TO MEET 
^h LSt^R BECAUSE OF PREVIOUS COMMITMENTS , AND ADDED THAT FERMIN 
SUP^^tS S OBSERVER MISSION. (NOTE : ON NOVEMBER 1 , FERMIN 
DROPPED OUT OF THE RACE. END NOTE) 

8 (U) AT A NOVEMBER 4 PRESS CONFERENCE, CARTER EXPLAINED, "THE 
ptmPOSE OF THIS VISIT IS TO ENSURE THAT THE CNE IS RESPECTED , AND 
THM^THE CAND IDATE S WI LL ACCEPT THE RESULTS . " HE ALSO STATED "I 
I^Ik Z HAVE HAD QUITE A LOT OF SUCCESS OBTAINING GUARANTEES FROM 
TH^CAND IDATE S "TO RE S PECT THE OUTCOME OF THE ELECTIONS ACCORDING 
TO CARTER THE CANDIDATES HAD TWO PRINCIPAL CONCERNS ABOUT THE 

S^^r^n^iT. FIRST THAT MANY POLL WORKERS WERE NOT WELL- 

traSed^ seSd tha^the Iu^oma^on of the polls would not wor^ 

RENDING ToTquStION ABOUT FRAUD AND THE POSSIBILITY OF A COUP 
S? CARTER SAID, "WHEN WE MET WITH CHAVEZ AND WITH THE OTHER 
rl^MES THERE WERE NO RADICAL DECLARATIONS OF ANY KIND ; THERE 
WFRE NO ALLE GATIONS OF SERIOUS PROBLEMS, NOR WERE THERE ANY CLAIMS 
155 ACT MIGHT OCCUR. THE TRUTH IS NOBODY EXPRESSED 

TtlA S A COUP ATTEMPT IN CONNECTION WITH THE ELECTION MSOLTS." 
CARTER EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT THE COMPLEXITY OF THE BALLOTS TO BE 
USED^^N THE NOVEMBER 8 REGIONAL ELECTIONS, BUT NOTED THAT THE 
DECEMBER f ELECTIONS WOULD BE MUCH SIMPLER AND THAT CNE WOULD HAVE 

TIME BETWEEN THE TWO ELECTIONS TO CORRECT ANY TECHNICAL 
ERRORS OR PROBLEMS. 

Q (O CARTER TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT HE HAD HELD "VERY POSITIVE 
MEETINGS WITH ALL THE CANDIDATES." CARTER STATED THAT HE HAD 
Ssi^ ThVnEED FOR PEACEFUL ELECTIONS, AND SOUGHT GUARANTEES 
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FROM EACH CANDIDATE TO RESPECT THE ELECTION RESULTS. 
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MEETING AT THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE 
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10 (C) CARTER MET WITH MINISTER OF DEFENSE TITO RINCON BRAVO IN 
luv MIN I STEB/ S OFFI CE ON NOVEMBER 3. VICE ADMIRAL RINCON WAS 
ACCOMPANIED BY : THE^ INSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE MINISTRY ; THE CHIEF 
i2 THE MINISTRY- THE COMMANDERS OF THE ARMY, NAVY, AIR 

^RCE AOT NATIONAL GTORD ; AND THE COMMANDER OF THE UNIFIED COMMAND 
OF THE SlONAL ARMED FORCES (CUFAN) - THE CUFAN COMMANDER IS 
RE SPON S IBLE FOR IMPLEMENTING THE LOGISTICAL AND SECURITY PLAN - 

^PUBLICA" - TO SUPPORT THE ELECTIONS. FOLLOWING THE 
MFETING^WITH CARTER THE MINISTER TOLD THE PRESS THAT HE ASSURED 
CARTER ^IN AN^UNEQU I VOCABLE AND CLEAR MANNER," THAT THE MILITARY 
S ACCEPT ^ WINNER OF THE DECEMBER PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 
™e^E^Se MINISTER EXPLAINED THAT 40 YEARS OF DEMOCRATIC LIFE AND 
A WELL -DEVELOPED SEN SE OF PROFESSIONALISM ENSURED THE MILITARY'S 
"ABSOLUTE RESPECT FOR THE CONSTITUTION." 



OTHER OBSERVER MISSIONS 



11 IC\ PRIOR TO A RECEPTION AT THE AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE, 
CARTER MEET WITH THE AMBASSADORS OF AUSTRIA, CANADA, AND SPAIN, AND 
WI^r^HTSpMSENTATIVES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 
ToAS) AND^F THE EUROPEAN UNION (EU) TO DISCUSS COORDINATION OF 
INTERNAT I ON AL OBSERVER MISSIONS . SEEKING MAXIMUM COOPERATION 

™ Explained that the carter center mission would take its lead 

FROM^THE^NE CARTER CLARIFIED THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE OBSERVER 

CONFIDENTIAL 

narF 03 CARACA 03412 03 OF 04 122049Z 

MINIONS SHOULD BE TO REASSURE THE VENEZUELAN PUBLIC ABOUT THE 

fairS of the elections, moderate the tone of the elections, AND, 

MOST^MPORTANTLY, CONVINCE WINNERS AND. LOSERS TO ACCEPT THE 
ELECTION RESULTS GRACIOUSLY AND PEACEFULLY. 

12 IC) THE OAS REPRESENTATIVE CARLOS CARBACHO STATED THAT THE 
ols WOULD FIELD A 50-60 PERSON DELEGATION, SPREAD OUT AMONG AT 
^ST STATES FOR THE DECEMBER 6 ELECTIONS. BRAZILIAN EDGARDO 

S eXPeSeNCED ELECTION OBSERVER, WAS NAMED TO HEAD THE OAS 
DELEGATION. 

n (CI AUSTRIAN AMBASSADOR JOHANNES SKRIWAN INFORMED CARTER THAT 
THIS WOULD BE^Hf fSITtIME THE EU HAD OBSERVED ELECTIONS IN SOUTH 
AMERI CA. SKRIWAN SAID THAT EU DELEGATION WOULD J*"^ 1 ^ 
otopte SKRIWAN REPORTED THAT THE EU WAS STILL HAGGLING WITH THE 
™ SoUT S^IVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES AGREEMENT AND SOUGHT THE 
SmE^SdSg Is THE OAS MISSION. SPANISH AMBASSADOR MIGUEL ANGEL 
FE^JdE^INFORMED CARTER THAT SPAIN WOULD PROVIDE 4-6 OBSERVERS 

THE EU DELEGATION WOULD HAVE TO RELY ON THE OAS DELEGATION 
FOR LOGISTICAL SUPPORT. 
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COMMENT 



15 



(C) FORMER PRESIDENT CARTER'S VISIT WAS WIDELY REPORTED 
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^REFTEL) COMMENTARY ON HIS VISIT WAS UNIFORMLY POSITIVE . GOV 
oSl^IALS AND COMMON CITIZENS SAW IN HIS VISIT A DISPLAY OF 
nPMOCRMIC SOLIDARITY DESIGNED TO HELP VENEZUELA SUCCESSFULLY CARRY 
OUT^M^ORTANT AND ANXIETY -RIDDEN , ELECTIONS. WITH A FORTY YEAR 
HlL^ OF^EMOC^CY^ VENEZUELA HAS TRADITIONALLY BEEN A COUNTRY 
SsEN? NOT RECEIVED , INTERNATIONAL ELECTION OBSERVERS THIS 
YEAR HOWEVER, IS DIFFERENT. WITH A FORMER COUP LEADER HEADING THE 
omV4 <AND QUESTIONING THE CONSTITUTIONAL BASIS OF VENEZUELAN 
DEmSraS? AND RUMORS OF COUP PLOTTING SWIRLING IN THE BACKGROUND , 
TH?S SStRyIWeD TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO ASK FOR 
OBSERVERS FORMER PRESIDENT CARTER WAS FAR AND AWAY THE FIRST AND 
Sa^MLY SUPPORTED CHOICE TO LEAD AN OBSERVER MISSION TO 

JHS CREDIBILITY IS CITED BY ALL PARTIES, CANDIDATES, 
MEDIA AND CIVILIANS. THE REACTION TO HIS DECISION TO ACCEPT THE 
I^ATI^ WAS BEST EXPRESSED DURING A PRIVATE DINNER AT A LOCAL 
SISt NOVEMBER 2 . WHEN FORMER PRESIDENT CARTER STOOD TO LEAVE 
AT THE^END OF THE DINNER, THE PATRONS OF THE RESTAURANT ALSO STOOD 
A^^vfrHE PRESIDENT A LONG OVATION. ONE BY-STANDER, WHILE 
tS^NrCA^TE^S HAND, SAID, "THANK YOU FOR COMING TO VENEZUELA. 
„TSeD A^SoNORAB^ MAN LIKE YOU TO HELP US GET THROUGH THESE 
ELECTIONS . " 
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O 122034Z NOV 98 

FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 

TO SEC STATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2249 

INFO NSC WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 

AMEMBASSY QUITO 

AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 

AMEMBASSY LIMA 

AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
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